
Thursday, December 22 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm 
 

Please join us in celebrating the Hanukkah Holidays and drop by for a visit at our 
Open House! Enjoy warm drinks, a dessert bar (yes, featuring jelly donuts!), live music 

and take part in our  Jewish Woman’s History Hour with Tzivia!

CELEBRATE 

PEPPERMINT 
BARK DAY 

December 1

Garden of palms
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12/01  TO 15 

FOOD DRIVE 
Drop of f  your non-
per i shable s  for the  

needy  at  the  
Concierge !

12 /27  

FRUIT CAKE 
SAMPLING 
A Taste  of  England!

12/18  to  12/26 
CELEBRATE  

HANUKKAH  
EIGHT DAYS OF 

ENTERTAINMENT !

Where You Live Matters

Festival of Lights Open House



This 1959 
American 
religious 
epic film 
is based 
on Lew Wallace’s 1880 novel Ben-
Hur:  A Tale of the Christ.  After a 
Jewish prince (Charlton Heston) is 
betrayed and sent into slavery by a 
Roman friend in 1st-century 
Jerusalem, he regains his freedom 
and comes back for revenge.  Ben-
Hur had the largest budget of 
$15.75 million, as well as the largest 
set built of any film produced at 
the time.  The film won a record 
eleven Academy Awards including 
Best Picture, Best Director, and 
Best Actor in a Leading Role.

Yitz (as we call him) was born in 
Newark, NJ, and lived there most of 
his life.  Yitz studied at a Lubavitch 
Yeshiva in Brooklyn, NY, before 
working as a social worker for 
children in the foster care system 
where he also helped the elderly in 
various situations. Yitz loves 
socializing and is a huge fan of 
activities that involves discussions and 
debates. He says, “if I can make 
someone smile and laugh, it’s worth 
everything.” His life motto is to 
“always try to make a Kiddush 
Hashem” (sanctification of God’s 
name).  Thanks for sharing Yitz, we 
love having you here! 
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RESIDENT  
SPOTLIGHT 
YITZCHAK S.

Complete peace of mind is our 
priority in all our communities.  
Enjoy the journey of senior living 
starting from the comfort of 
concierge transportation 
services.  
 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
we will have advertised outings 
and shopping trips.  
 
Tuesday and Thursday are 
available for Medical Appoint-
ments. Please make your  
reservations with our Concierge  
at (323) 656-7900 today!  

Transportation  
& Concierge 

Information
            Pablo C.       12/22 
          Chana B.       12/29

RESIDENT BIRTHDAYS

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS
12/01    Peppermint Bark Day 
12/07    Pearl Harbor                 
             Remembrance Day 
12/15    International Tea Day 
12/18    Hanukkah begins 
12/21    December Solstice 
12/31    New Year’s Eve

Torah Studies:  A Deep Dive 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 

Shabbat Services 
Fridays at 3:30 p.m. 

Sarah’s Tent Shabbos Songs  
Fridays at 4:00 p.m. 

Saturdays at 10:00 a.m. 
Havdalah Service 

Saturdays at 6:00 pm

Meet and Get to Know  
ALL OF OUR RESIDENTS! 

And learn more about  
our Resident of the Month, 

Yitzchak S. 
on TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12 AT 2:00 PM

Resident   

Happy Hour!

Winter Wonderland

Celebrate all of our December Resident Birthdays at our 

Birthday Party 
 

 MONDAY, DECEMBER 26 AT 12:00 PM

Jewish  
Film 
SHOWCASE  
Ben-Hur
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DECEMBER 

PEPPERMINT BARK  
HAPPY HOUR  
Thursday, December 1  I  3:30 pm 
National Peppermint Bark Day is celebrated on 
12/01 and we can’t wait to get our hands on it!  
Join us for a tasting of this perfect sweet!

Carlos has an outstanding 
work ethic and exhibits 
kindness to all our residents. 
Born and raised in Los 
Angeles, he went to LA Tray 
Tech and learned culinary 
arts. He’s worked as a cook at 

restaurants such as Duke’s Malibu for 7 years 
before coming to our community. His favorite 
part of working here is the people, staff and 
residents alike. He loves making people smile 
when presented with the dishes he makes. 
Thank you, Carlos, for everything you do here!

Gentle Reader, 
 
While I may not possess a noteable 
athletic pedigree myself, I can certainly 
appreciate the skill and efforts of 
others.  And I most enthusiastically 
applaud the ground-breaking efforts of 
a noteable netter, Ryan Turrell, who is 
aiming to become the first Orthodox 
Jew to ever play in the NBA!  This 6’7” 
Samson starred at NYC’s famed Yeshiva 
University, where the blond bruiser 
averaged a staggering 27 points per 
game before signing with the Detroit 
Cruise, the Motor City’s minor league 
basketball team.  The home town 
crowd cheered and applauded when 
the Hebraic hoopster hit the hardwood 
for the very first time as a professional 
against the rival Chicago Windy City 
Bulls on 11/08!  
 
Now you may be wondering what 
connection exists between this devout 
(he even wears a custom Detroit-
branded Yarmulke when he plays) 
gentle giant and our fine community... 
well, he’s none other than our own 
super-star Activities Director Austin.  
So make sure to shoot (or bounce) 
some good wishes her way. 
 
Cheers and Ta Ta!

EMPLOYEE  
OF THE MONTH 
CARLOS H. 
Cook

Lady Thistledown’s 
SOCIETY PAPERS 

December 2022

EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE, EXTRAORDINARY NEWS

SWEET STEMS FLOWER 
ARRANGEMENTS 

Wednesday, December 21   I   3:00 pm 
Flowers have been shown to have an immediate 

impact on happiness, no only when receiving 
them, but also when arranging them!

Activities & Events

NATIONAL VIOLIN DAY 
WITH YASHA!  
Tuesday, December 13   I   2:00 pm 
One of your favorite entertainers joins us this 
month on the same day we recognize the violin 
itself, National Violin Day!

BUILD A GINGERBREAD HOUSE 
Monday, December 12   I   3:00 pm 

Gingerbread House Day is celebrated on this 
same day, and in recognition of this artistic 

tradition, you can build and decorate your own 
festive Gingerbread House!

RESIDENT COUNCIL  
M E E T I N G   

Monday, 12/26 at 2:00 p.m.
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Memories IN THE MAKING
Celebrating 

Hanukkah!
Sunday, 12/18 to 12/26 
 
This year’s Festival of Lights 
celebration kicks off with a 
reading of the Story of 
Hanukkah, a delicious Jelly 
Donut Happy Hour, and a 
lighting of the menorah.   
 
You can look forward to 
exciting events featured 
throughout these eight days 
of festivities including our 
warm and welcoming Open 
House on Thursday, 
December 22 with live music 
entertainment! 
 
The celebration will also 
include a Hanukkah Concert 
series with Joey Aaron, JD, 
and Brian Frank.  Join us in 
decorating special Hanukkah 
cookies, and of course, we’ll 
be lighting the menorah 
every night throughout the 
Hanukkah season!
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The infamous Alhambra Decree was issued by 
the “Catholic Monarchs” Ferdinand and Isabella 
in 1492, and it officially called for all practicing 
Jews, regardless of age, to leave the kingdom by 
the last day of July (which was also one day 
before Tisha B’Av).  There was also wide-spread 
persecution of Spain’s Jewish population leading 
up to the Alhambra decree.  It is estimated that 
over 200,000 Jews had converted to Catholicism 
by that time to remain in Spain, and between 
40,000 to 100,000 would suffer exile and 
expulsion. These Jews were given four months to 
either convert or leave the country, and were 
permitted to take their belongings with them.  
Taking their own “gold or silver or minted 
money or other things prohibited by the laws of 
our kingdoms” were prohibited by the Spanish 
monarchs.  In this tumultuous time, Jews were 
forced to sell anything they couldn’t carry, and 
converting their wealth to a more portable form 
proved very difficult.  
 
These Spanish or Sephardic Jews migrated to 
four major areas, North Africa, the Ottoman 
Empire, Portugal and Italy.  Eventually, the 
descendants of these Jews were dispersed all over 
the world.   By the late 19th century, Jews were 
once again allowed to openly practice their 
religion in Spain, and synagogues became legal.   
places of worship under Spain’s Laws of 
Religious Freedom.  Following the Second 
Vatican Council, this hateful edict was formally 
and symbolically revoked on December 16, 1968.  
For more than a hundred years, the Spanish 
government has actively pursued a policy of 
reconciliation with the descendants of its exiled 
Jews, and it culminated in the revocation of the 
Alhambra Decree.  

DECEMBER 16, 1968 
SPAIN FORMALLY VOIDS THE 

1492 Alahambra Decree 
CALLING ALL JEWS TO 
 LEAVE THE KINGDOM

Picture shown:  Decorative wall plaster from the 
Alhambra in Granada, Spain.
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December Funnies

The building of what is now the Touro 
Synagogue in Newport Rhode Island 
between 1759 and 1763 remains a bright 

chapter in an otherwise dark saga of religious 
persecution of the Jewish people.  Consecrated on 
December 2, 1763, the Jeshuat Israel Synagogue 
(renamed the Touro Synagogue in the 19th 
century) is the oldest standing synagogue in the 
U.S.  Designed by noted colonial architect Peter 
Harrison, the synagogue was built to serve the 15 
Spanish and Portuguese Jewish families who had 
arrived in Newport from Barbados in 1658.  
Following the Spanish Inquisition, historical 
records reveal that these families made their way to 
London, Amsterdam, then to Brazil in the New 
World, and finally to a number of islands in the 
Caribbean, including Barbados.   
 
A vivid symbol of America’s refusal to travel along 
the road of bigotry and persecution, the synagogue 
received George Washington’s famous 1790 letter 
which guaranteed that the United States “gives to 
bigotry no sanction, to persecution no assistance.” 
 
In 1946, the synagogue was designated by 
President Harry S. Truman as a National Historic 
Site.  On the occasion of its designation, Truman 
wrote, “The setting apart of this historic shrine as a 
national monument is symbolic of our national 
tradition of freedom, which has inspired men and 
women of every creed, race, and ancestry to 
contribute their highest gifts to the development of 
our national culture.”

Oldest Standing Synagogue 
in the United States 
IN NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 
December 2, 1763

HELP DONATE TO THOSE IN HUNGER!   
ACCEPTING CANNED FOODS AND  

NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS.

DROP OFF AT GOP  
FRONT DESK CONCIERGE

DEC 1 - 15

Thursday, December 22 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm 
 

Celebrating the Hanukkah Holidays 
 and drop by for a visit at our Open House!  

 
Warm Drinks  •  Dessert Bar  •  Live Music  
 Jewish Woman’s History Hour with Tzivia

Festival of Lights 

OPEN HOUSE



Listed in the Righteous 
Among Nations, career 
Swedish diplomat Per Johan 
Valentin Anger (born December 7, 1913) 
witnessed Nazi Germany’s persecution of the Jews 
first-hand while stationed in the Swedish Embassy in 
Berlin.  Anger’s involvement in the rescue operations of Jews 
took place while he was Second Secretary at the Swedish 
Legation in Budapest, Hungary.  The lesser known but 
monumentally important Anger worked closely with Raoul 
Wallenberg, the celebrated Swedish special envoy in 
Budapest (between July and December 1944).  Both men are 
credited with having saved many Jewish lives with their 
imaginative and audacious methods.  This initially included 
using provisional Swedish passports and later, upon 
Wallenberg’s suggestion, the duo began to use a protective 
pass (Shutzpasse) which were flashy documents designed to 
impress the rules-driven Germans. The pass was printed in 
yellow and blue with the three crowns of the Swedish state 
symbol, and bore the signature of the Swedish Minister.  
These documents had no official legal standing yet were 
respected by both German and Hungarian soldiers and 
officials.  An April 1992 Los Angeles Times interview demon-
strates Anger’s inventiveness and personal bravery.  “When 
Wallenberg one day was somewhere else, I went to a station 
from where a train with Jews was about to depart. There was 
no time to be diplomatic with the Germans. I explained that 
a terrible mistake had been done because they apparently 
were on their way to deport Jews with Swedish protective 
passes. If they weren't released immediately I would see to it 
that Veesenmayer was notified. The German train 
commander didn't dare risking (sic) being reported to the 
feared Veesenmayer. I went in to the wagons to call for 
names, but only found two Jews with protective passes. With 
the help of the present Hungarian police officer, Batizfalvy, 
who in secrecy worked in cooperation with Raoul 
Wallenberg and me, I succeeded, in defiance of the SS 
commanders order, to leave the station with 150 Jews 
towards freedom, 148 of them without protective passes,” the 
Swedish diplomat said. 
 
This brave and compassionate man, Per Anger, was 
recognized by the Holocaust Museum at Yad Vashem in 
Israel in 1982, and was awarded honorary Israeli citizenship 
in 2000.  The recipient of numerous humanitarian honors, 
the Swedish Government has instituted the Per Anger Prize 
in his memory.  This coveted prize is awarded to individuals 
or groups for humanitarian work and initiatives (both past 
and present) in the name of democracy.

Mensch  
of  the Month  
Per Anger 
Wartime Savior of  Jews
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Watercolor Series with 
Gabrielle Anderson  

Tuesday, 12/20  
at 2:00 pm 

 
Calling all painters and wannabe 
painters!  The talented watercolor 

artist Gabrielle will join us for an 
afternoon of creative painting.  

She’ll provide the sketches for us, and 
you’ll add the painting!  You can hang 

your final artwork in your own apartment, or 
give it as a Hanukkah gift!  Please join us for 

this artistic afternoon with the very helpful and 
skillful Gabrielle.

Parsha of the Week 
Discussions on Thursdays at 4:00 pm  
and Saturdays at 9:30 am 
  
Thurs/Sat. 12/02 & 03 Veyetze 
Thurs/Sat. 12/09 & 10 Vayishlach 
Thurs/Sat. 12/16 & 17 Vayeshev 
Thurs/Sat. 12/23 & 24 Miketz 
Thurs/Sat. 12/30 & 31 Vayigash

Friday & Saturday Shabbat 
 
Every Friday, we celebrate Shabbat first with the 
Shabbat Meal at 5:00 pm.  And on Friday, 12/02, 
residents can join us for the Challah Bake at the 
Shabbos Café.  To close out Shabbat, we’ll perform a 
Havdalah on Saturday at sunset.

TASTE OF 
ENGLAND 

Fruitcake 
Tuesday, 12/27  at 

11:00 am 
This popular 

holiday cake is 
made with candied 
or dried fruit, nuts, 
spices and can be 

iced and decorated.
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www.gardenofpalms.com

Rena Hirsch                   Executive Director 
Amber Leigh                 Business Office Manager 
Teea Risley                    Family Specialist 
Dawna Butala               Hospitality Specialist 
Karla Garcia                   Wellness Director 
Berta Dubon                 Food Service Director 
Austin Turell                 Activity Director 
Michelle Warrick          Soul Specialist 
Alex Casimiro                Lead Concierge 
Lonnie Benson             Transportation

Check out community photos on our social media.
MEET OUR TEAM

REACH OUT TO OUR  
FAMILY SPECIALIST 

Teea Risley 
TO ARRANGE FOR A  

LUNCH TOUR TODAY! 
(323) 656-7900

OUR SERVICE PLEDGE 
We understand that we are responsible for the delivery of excellent Resident service. We represent our 
company, our communities, and myself. At each “service moment”, we will initiate a warm and friendly 
greeting, treat residents with care and understanding, and communicate clearly. We will do our part to 
implement the essentials of service excellence.

HANUKKAH 
CROSSWORD

*Crossword answers will be available at 
the Concierge on the 15th of the month.

ACROSS  
 
2 How many sides to the 

Hanukkah spinning top? 
4 Hanukkah is actually a 

commemoration of a revolt led 
by the ___________. 

8 How many branches are on the 
menorah? 

10 What is Gelt made out of ?  
 
DOWN  
 
1 What country was the first to 

add the jelly to the sufganiyot  
in the 16th century? 

3 The spinning top played with 
at Hanukkah. 

5 What is the center branch of 
the menorah called? 

6 What potato food is symbolic 
of the miracle of the oil 
associated with Hanukkah? 

7 How many days is Hanukkah 
celebrated for? 

9 What is the Hebrew name of 
the traditional hymn sung at 
Hanukkah when lighting the 
menorah?
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