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Garden of palms
Where You Live Matters

JUNE 5

B O S T O N AV E
CHOIR
No t e d t ra v e l i n g c h o i r
p e r f o r m s c h o ra l
favorites

Ju n e 1 9

FAT H E R’ S DAY
FESTIVITIES
M O UT H WAT E R I N G B B Q
A N D L I VE VI O LO I N I S T
E N T E R TA I N M E N T

Shavuot Party
Monday, June 6, 2022 - the celebration begins at 11:00 am

Learn about the history of Shavuot and why and how we celebrate it!
At 2:00 pm, we’ll enjoy Shavuot-style cheesecake and discuss The Ten Commandments!
This is one Shavuot party you do not want to miss!

RESIDENT
SPOTLIGHT

Resident
Happy Hour

MINA

The Happiest Happy Hour Ever
Meet and Get to Know

ALL OF OUR RESIDENTS!
And learn more about our Resident of the Month,

Mina

Mina was born in Poland where she
spent her entire childhood. She
eventually moved to the United States
with her parents where she worked
small jobs until she was married.
She and her husband had a lovely life
together. Mina looks back fondly on
all the time she spent with her friends
and husband. Mina is a lover of all
animals and her favorite activity here
is when the dogs come to visit.

RESIDENT BIRTHDAYS
Rose B.

6/08

Terry W.

6/23

HOLIDAY
CELEBRATIONS
6/04 - 06 Shavuot
6/05

World Environment Day

6/14

National Flag Day

6/19

Father’s Day

6/27

Purim of Florence

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

Shabbat Services
Friday at 3:30 p.m.
Saturdays at 2:00 p.m.

June 2022

on JUNE 7 AT 2:00 PM
Celebrate all of our
June Resident Birthdays at our

Birthday Party
WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 29 AT 2:00 PM

Transportation
& Concierge

Information

In our communities, complete
peace of mind is our priority.
Enjoy the journey of senior living
starting from the comfort of
concierge transportation
services.
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
will have advertised outings and
shopping trips.
Tuesday and Thursday are
available for Medical Appointments. Please make your reservations with our Concierge
at (323) 656-7900 today!

INFORMATIVE
TED TALKS

TED Talks are aptly described
discussions that began with
covering the topics represented
by the acronym TED
(Technology, Entertainment and
Design), and today covers almost
every topic from science to
global issues.
Please join us in June for these
two must-see TED talks:
June 14
How to Get Your Brain to Focus
~ Chris Baily
June 24
How to Silence Negative Thoughts
~ Anthony Metivier

JUNE

Activities & Events
QUEEN’S PLATINUM
JUBILEE TEA
Thursday, June 2

I 3:00 pm

Celebrate the anniversary of the British
Monarch’s 70 years of service to the people of
England at this very special Tea.

BOSTON AVENUE CHOIR
PERFORMANCE
Sunday, June 5

I

SUMMER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION
Tuesday, June 21

I 2:00 pm
What better way than to ring in the arrival of
summer, and the longest day of 2022, with
some yummy ice cream?!

VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT
2:00 pm

Join us for some wonderful fun and laughter as
we try to keep tbe volleyball in the air.
Which team will win?

RESIDENT COUNCIL
M E E T I N G
Wednesday, June 8
2:00 p.m.

June 2022

Gentle Reader ~

3:00 pm

ICE CREAM, YOU SCREAM!

I

SOCIET Y PAPERS

EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE, EXTRAORDINARY NEWS

Join us for an incredible performance of this
extremely talented choir as they perform on
tour across the U.S.

Thursday, June 30

Lady Thistledown’s

It’s a very exclusive, and very posh
happening (although we may be a bit
late to the party!) but all of you are now
formally invited to the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee Tea! It’s sure to be the
event of the season here at GOP. And
while her Majesty the Queen may no
longer take her daily martini (Doctor’s
orders, so we’re told!), she never misses
her cuppa!
And speaking of cups that runneth
over, Concierge Bobbi welcomed her
very own precious baby bundle of joy
this month, Myles Alexzander! Let’s all
tip our saucers for the families (and all
our residents, of course!) continued
good health and prosperity.
Cheers and Ta Ta!

“

One of life's greatest
mysteries is how the
boy who wasn't good
enough to marry
your daughter can
be the father of the
smartest grandchild
in the world.
~ Jewish Proverb

EMPLOYEE OF
THE MONTH

LUZ J.

Position
Luz J. always works extra hard at her job
and always tries to put a smile on
everyone’s face. She demonstrates an
admirable work ethic, and also always
exudes positivity! Luz says her favorite
part of working at GOP is talking with our
residents everyday. She cares so deeply
for everyone and says seeing them always
brings her joy. Thank you, Luz, for
everything you do. We so appreciate you!
June 2022

CELEBRATION

Corner

CELEBRATING
ISRAEL’S
INDEPENDENCE DAY IN MAY

Join us in celebrating

Shavuot

Observing one of the most important moments in
Jewish history, the Shavuot Festival commemorates
the moment in time when Moses was
given the Torah on Mount Sinai.

Monday, June 6
begins at 11:00 am
At 2:00 pm, learn more about

Why & How Do
We Celebrate Shavuot?
and enjoy a slice of
cheesecake too!
June 2022

Shavuot
Shavuot, or Feast of Weeks (also called
Shavuos by some in the Ashkenazic
community), occurs during the season of the
grain harvest and is the Jewish holiday which
marks the revelation of the Torah to Moses
and the Israelites at Mount Sinai. According
to Orthodox Judiasm, this event ocurred on
the 5th, 6th, or 7th day of Sivan (between May
15 and June 14 on the Gregorian calendar) in
1314 BCE. Shavuot is not really connected to a
specific date, but instead occurs on the 50th
day or seven weeks from the Omer (“sheaf”)
offering which is celebrated on the second
night of Passover.

Purim of Florence

27 Sivan (1790), June 26, 2022

Cheesecake

FOR SHAVUOT,
ANYONE?

The Jews of Florence celebrate an
additional Purim to commemorate the
events in June 1790 when they were saved
from an angry mob intent on killing them.
The intervention of the Archbishop of
Florence, Antonio Martini, a close friend of
the noted Florentine Rabbi Daniel Terni
had assisted the archbishop in translating
the Hebrew Bible, saved this community of
Italian Jews. Daniel Terni is also known for
writing the Hebrew pamphlet, “Ketab haDaT,” published in 1791.
Before Peter Leopold (1747 - 1792) became
the Holy Roman Emperor, he served as the
Grand Duke of Tuscany, where he declared
in 1778 that Jews were permitted to
participate in city councils, and also
prevented the exclusion of Jews from
literary and scientific academies. As it is
frequently so often the case in these
matters, not everyone agreed with him.
When Peter Leopold returned to Austria to
become the emperor, following the death
of his older brother, riots broke out across
Tuscany, of which Florence is the capital.
The local population, resenting these
liberating measures, began marching
towards the ghetto of Florence, where the
Jews lived. It was then that the Archbishop
Antonio Martini subdued and pacified the
angry mob, stopping them from moving
forward with a terrible massacre.
So it is for this reason that the Jews of
Florence celebrate their own unique Purim
on the 26th of June. Buona Fortuna, and
bless the memory of Archbishop Martini!

W

hy cheesecake on Shavuot? The most important
reason is probably that eating dairy is a large part of
what Shavuot commemorates. Eating a dairy meal
on this holiday symbolizes the time when the Jewish people
received the Torah at Mount Sinai with special instructions
delineating how to slaughter and prepare meat. Until this
time in their history, Jews had not followed these laws, and so
all of their meat, as well as their cooking vessels, were now
considered “not kosher.” This revelation at Sinai occurred on
the Shabbat when slaughter and cooking are forbidden, so the
only alternative food option was dairy because it required no
advance preparation.
As to how eating dairy on Shavuot translated to also eating
cheesecake on Shavuot, there are a number of thoughts
regarding this delicious matter!
Perhaps one reason could be due to the popularity of New
York Cheesecake, having been invented by the GermanJewish restauranteur, Arnold Reuben, who decided for the
first time to use cream cheese instead of milk curd in
cheesecake. His cheesecake recipe became all the rage of
Gilded-Age New York, ultimately becoming the signature
holiday treat enjoyed on Shavuot.
It’s also possible that eating cheesecake on Shavuot developed
due to the lack of celebratory rituals for Shavuot, and the
fancy, deliciously rich dairy cheesecake, with its buttery
graham cracker crust, helped to add a fun custom to this
rather ritually bereft holiday.
Finally, the reason we eat cheesecake during the Festival of
Weeks may be that it evokes the sweet taste of the land of milk
and honey, as well as referencing a verse from the Song of
Solomon in the Torah.
Whatever the reason we celebrate one of the most significant,
momentous, cataclysmic day in Jewish history by eating
cheesecake, perhaps the best reason is captured by this
favorite Yiddish response, “Why not?”
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Father’s Day
FESTIVITIES

Sunday, June 19
starting at 12:00 pm

Please join us in honoring our
wonderful fathers this month!
First, we’ll celebrate with a
mouthwatering BBQ Party, which
families are welcome to join!
At 2:00 pm, enjoy live entertainment with the
Fabulous Yasha that is
sure to get all of us
up dancing and
singing to many of
our favorite songs!

MONDAY

JUNE 16

2:00 PM

Taste of the World
SUSHI ROLL
IN RECOGNITION OF
NATIONAL SUSHI
DAY, PLEASE JOIN
CHEF KEVIN FOR A
DEMO OF HOW TO
MAKE A SUSHI
ROLL!

June 2022

NOSTALGIC
CELEBRATING OUR
GOP FATHERS!

Noshes

Six-Day

WAR

June War - June 5-10, 1967
The Six-Day War, also known as the June War, took place
55 years ago, but the consequences of this miraculous
victory last to the present day. The Cold War of the 1950s
and 60s added extra fuel to heighten tensions between
Israel and its Arab neighbors. Having absorbed more than
one million immigrants since Independence, compulsory
military service helped prepare these new arrivals for the
reality of the Israeli experience. By 1967, Israel had built a
speedy, flexible, and deadly military force.
Meanwhile, the Egyptian forces, and those of its close ally
Syria, trained less and boasted far more. Both also had close
military and economic relationships with the Soviet Union
and initiated several serious border incidents. The tensions
between the opposing forces came to a head with a fullscale air and artillery battle between Israel and Syria with
Israel routing the Syrians on April 7, 1967. On May 13, 1967,
in a likely effort to deliberately instigate a crisis, and block
Israel’s nuclear aspirations, the Soviet Union falsely warned
Cairo that Israel massed troops on its border with Syria,
and would attack within a week. Instead, in a blatant
violation of its 1956 treaty obligations, the Egyptians ejected
U.N. peacekeeping forces from the Sinai and occupied the
Straits of Tiran. The Egyptians, Syrians, Jordanians, Iraqis,
and other aligned countries positioned an enormous
amount of troops and war materiel and issued bloodcurdling pronouncements of Israel’s imminent destruction.
As the crisis grew, international diplomacy attempted to
settle it before it grew into a full-scale war.
On the 5th of June, in a surprise attack, the Israelis activated
Operation Focus, destroying most of the Soviet-equipped
Egyptian air force on the ground. Israel now controlled the
skies, and after that, it celebrated lightning paratroop,
armored, and ground combat victories. In Cairo, however,
the people were celebrating, having been told by the Voice of
the Arabs (their trusted source of news and truth) that 86
Israeli aircraft had been destroyed and that Egyptian tanks
had broken into Israel. Instead, Israel routed the combined
armies of Egypt, Jordan, and Syria, capturing the Gaza Strip
and the Sinai peninsula from Egypt, the Golan Heights
from Syria, and the West Bank and East Jerusalem from
Jordan. The Six-Day War led to a surge of national pride in
Israel and aspirations for fruitful discussions with their
adversaries, but their hopes were dashed when the Arab
nations issued the infamous “Three No’s” of the Khartoum
Conference: No peace, no recognition, and no negotiation.

Mensch
of the Month
Eli Cohen

Israeli Spy

Mossad recruited Eli Cohen
infiltrated the Syrian government by
posing as a Syrian businessman with large
amounts of money to put at the disposal of
the Syrian Ba’ath Party, who had seized
power in 1963. By building relationships
with high-ranking Syrian politicians, military
officials, and influential public figures, Cohen
collected an extensive and wide range of
intelligence data for the Israeli Army
between 1961 and 1965. It is thought that the
intelligence that Cohen had gathered before
the discovery of his real identity and
subsequent arrest by the Syrian government
was an important factor in Israel’s success in
the 1967 Six-Day War. Cohen was convicted,
sentenced to death, with the Syrian
government publicly hanging him in 1965.

Jewish Miniseries
SHOWCASE

The Spy

Created and directed by
Gideon Raff (codeveloper of Homeland
(based on his own
Israeli series Prisoners of War), The Spy
follows the exploits of our GOP Mensch of
the Month, the Mossad spy Eli Cohen. The
story takes place during the years leading
into the 1967 Six-Day War between Israel and
Syria, and is inspired by real-life events. The
miniseries is based on the book L’espion qui
venait d’Israel (English: The Spy Who Came
from Israel) by Uri Dan and Yeshayaha Ben
Porat. Eli Cohen is played the popular
English actor comedian, producer and
screenwriter Sacha Baron Cohen. Cohen
received a nomination at the 77th Golden
Globe Awards for Best Actor in a Miniseries
or Television Film.
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SHAVUOS/SHAVUOT

*Crossword answers will be available at the
concierge on the 15th of the month.

CROSSWORD

ACROSS
2
4

6
7
8
10
12
13

W hat we decorate our houses and shuls with
The Mitzvah we did in the times of the Beis
Hamikdash on Shavuot
The Korban brought on Shavuot
The mountain by which we got the Torah
The thirty-third day of the Omer.
The Book of Tanach we read on Shavuot
The variety of food we eat on Shavuot
The amount of days in the Sef ira

DOWN
1
3

5
9
11

The days between Pesach and Shavuot
The Minhag (custom) do we do all night on
Shavuot.
The special food brought as Bikkurim
Another name for Shavous
The stone tablets that Moses received on Har Sinai

Check out community photos on our social media.
REACH OUT TO OUR
FAMILY SPECIALIST

Teea Risley
TO ARRANGE FOR A
LUNCH TOUR TODAY !

(323) 656-7900

MEET OUR TEAM
Jonathan Issacs
Alex Casimiro
Teea Risley
Dawna Butala
Karla Garcia
Evelyn Pena
Austin Turell
Marie Moyado
Mikel Sullivan

Executive Director
Business Office Manager
Family Specialist
Hospitality Specialist
Wellness Director
Soul Director
Activity Director
Activities Specialist
Gardens Soul Director

OUR SERVICE PLEDGE
We understand that we are responsible for the delivery of excellent Resident service. We represent our
company, our communities, and myself. At each “service moment”, we will initiate a warm and friendly
greeting, treat residents with care and understanding, and communicate clearly. We will do our part to
implement the essentials of service excellence.
1025 N. Fairfax Ave., Los Angeles CA 90046 / (323) 656-7900 / license: 197603221
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www.gardenofpalms.com

