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Yom Ha’atzma’ut
Thursday, May 5 

Celebrate the formal establishment of the State of Israel on Yom Ha’atzmaut when the provision government 
read and signed the Declaration of Independence in Tel Aviv.   

On Israeli Independence Day, we will compoer the occasion with a very special Taste of the World menu.

Monday ,  May 30 

MEMORIAL 
DAY BBQ  

IN  REMEMBRANCE OF 
THE MILITARY PEOPLE IN 

SERVICE TO OUR 
COUNTRY

WORLD  
BEE DAY 
Friday ,  May 20 
RECOGNIZING ONE  
OF OUR FAVORITE 
WORLD POLLINATORS

MAY 8  
MOTHER’S  
DAY LUNCHEON 
Celebrate  a l l o f  our mothers  on 
th i s  spec ia l day  at  th i s  
de lec tab le  brunch .



Chana was born in Iran and moved to 
Montreal, Canada when she was a 
teenager. She volunteered at a local 
hospital and did that for most of her 
life. Chana married and has three 
wonderful kids whom she loves 
dearly. The whole family moved to 
Miami where they bought a hotel and 
ran it for a couple years before selling 
it and moving to New York. Her 
favorite activity is reading and she 
loves it when the Rabbi comes to visit. 
Thank you for sharing your story with 
us Chana! 
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RESIDENT  
SPOTLIGHT 
CHANA

In our communities, complete 
peace of mind is our priority. 
Enjoy the journey of senior living 
starting from the comfort of 
concierge transportation 
services.  
 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
will have advertised outings and 
shopping trips.  
 
Tuesday and Thursday are 
available for Medical Appoint-
ments. Please make your 
reservations with our Concierge  
at (323) 656-7900 today!  

Transportation  
& Concierge 

Information
             Ruth L.       5/13 

        Sheldon J.       5/17 

               Joel G.       5/23

RESIDENT BIRTHDAYS

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

HOLIDAY  
CELEBRATIONS

5/05     Israel Independence Day 

5/08     Mother’s Day 

5/20     World Bee Day 

5/30     Memorial Day

Shabbat Services 
Friday at 3:30 p.m. 

Saturdays at 2:00 p.m.

Resident  Happy Hour
Meet and Get to Know  

ALL OF OUR 
RESIDENTS! 

And learn more  
about our  

Resident of the Month, 

Chana 

on MAY 1 
 (check calendar for times)

Today we recognize both the 
industrious bee and the dedicated 
beekeepers who tend their hives.  
World Bee Day also raises 
awareness of the crucial role these 
busy little bees play in our world.   
 
Join us as we celebrate these tiny, 
but important creatures!

Celebrate 
World Bee Day 
Wednesday, May 20

INFORMATIVE TED TALKS 
TED Talks are aptly described discussions that began with 
covering the topics represented by the acronym TED 
(Technology, Entertainment and Design), and today covers almost 
every topic from science to global issues.  Please join us in May for 
these two must-see TED talks:   
5/10:  How Great Leaders Inspire Action 
5/27:  Inside the Mind of a Master Procrastinator 
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MAY 

GOURMET ICED  
LEMONADE PARTY 
Sunday, May 1   I    3:00 pm 
Called “comfort food in a glass’, and in 
recognition of National Lemonade Day, join us 
as we turn lemons into lemonade today!

Belcy is a very hard worker and brings an 
amazingly positive attitude with her to her 
job. She loves chatting with the residents 
and learning all about their lives.  She 
enjoys caring for them and showers them 
with attention.  She asked God for a job as 
a caregiver, and is so grateful to Garden of 
Palms for giving her this opportunity.   
Thank you, too, Belcy, for all you do here 
at Garden of Palms, and for the residents!

Gentle Reader ~ if you’ve been holding 
your breath, this namesake scribe (me!) 
is pleased to announce the debut of the 
dazzlingly decadent 2nd season of 
Bridgerton.  This salacious Regency 
series, of which we are all hopelessly 
devoted devotees, is sure to sweep you 
up again.  If you haven’t caught up on 
this latest Bridgerton gossip, please 
know that I cannot keep these 
scandalous scene secrets for long! 
 
Moving on to Tinsel Town’s red carpet 
event, the Oscars offered a scandal of 
its very own!   Instead of serving up a 
celebratory event, the evening ended in 
a shambles... Hollywood’s glitterati 
could speak of nothing else but the 
Oscar slap seen ‘round the world!  Let’s 
hope that the Academy can brush up 
on its manners and regain some of its 
lost luster at next year’s event. 

EMPLOYEE OF 
THE MONTH 
BELCY 
Caregiver

Lady Thistledown’s 
SOCIETY PAPERS 
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EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE, EXTRAORDINARY NEWS

WORLD BEE DAY 
CELEBRATION 

Friday, May 20  I   2:00 pm 
In recognition of the indispensible role of bees 

as pollinators of the world’s ecosystem, today 
we plan to “Bee engaged” in everything Bees!

Activities & Events

SILK SCARF  
CRAFTING CREATIONS 
Monday, May 16  I   10:00 am 
Become your own personal designer as you 
decorate your own silk scarf, transforming it 
into a unique creation like no other!  

MAY THE FOURTH BE WITH YOU! 
Wednesday, May 4  I   3:30pm 

It was the 1977 release of “Star Wars” that 
changed Hollywood forever, and four decades 

later, we’re still enthralled.  Join us on National 
Star Wars Day as we revisit its epic space universe.

“A mother 
understands 

what a  
child does  

not say. 
 

~ Jewish Proverb

RESIDENT COUNCIL  
M E E T I N G   
Wednesday, May 11 

1:30 p.m.
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Yom Ha’atzmaut is a day of great 
celebration, and like Hanukkah and 
Purim, it commemorates a modern 
day miraculous victory over an enemy 
of superior military might.  Jews from 
around the world will join in with the 
Israelis to celebrate this special 74th 
birthday.  Yom Ha’atzmaut has 
become a very concrete link in the 
world-wide Jewish connection to the 
land of Israel. 
 
Official ceremonies include 
performances, speeches and a 
ceremonial lighting of twelve torches 
(symbolizing the ancient Twelve 
Tribes of Israel) by 12 citizens who 
have made great contributions to the 
country.  This event takes place on the 
eve of Yom Ha’atzmaut at Mount 
Herzl in Jerusalem, and at the same 
time, towns and cities across Israel 
celebrate with joyful parties and 
firework displays. 
 
The following day, parades and events 
take place across Israel, including a 
spectacular military plane fly-by, a 
famous International Bible 
Competition (a competition to raise 
awareness among the Jewish public, 
especially high-school students), and 
the ceremony for the Israel Prize, the 
nation’s highest award and cultural 
honor, which recognizes anywhere 
from 10 to 15 people in the presence 
of the President, Prime Minister, the 
Knesset chairperson and the Supreme 
Court President. 
 
Join us this May 5 in celebrating the 
74th birthday of the State of Israel on 
its National Independence Day.   
 
Mazal Tov and Yom Ha’atzma’ut Sameach!

Join us in celebrating 

Israeli 
INDEPENDENCE DAY

Join us on a wonderful  
Israeli adventure for a very special  

Taste of  the World  
in recognition of  this important event. 

Thursday, May 5 - 11:00 am 
Enjoy Israeli favorites including a falafel on pita 

topped with Tahini, along with pickle hummus and a 
refreshing Israeli salad. 

Yom Ha’atzma’ut, Israeli Independence Day, is preceded by Memorial 
Day (Yom Hazikaron) which has been Israel’s official remembrance day 

since it was enacted into law in 1963.  The juxtaposition of  the two 
days is a key element of  the experience of  national independence, 

ensuring that independence is not fully separated from an awareness of  
the cost of  this achievement.

Israeli Independence Day 
(Yom Ha’atzma’ut) 
May 5, 2022



OPERATION Solomon 
The Rescue of  the Ethiopian Jews 
May 24 to May 25, 1991
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It was in 1654 that Jews first arrived on what was 
to become American soil in New Amsterdam.  In 
search of better life, they made this land their 

new home, founding communities where they 
could more openly practice their faith and lead 
their lives without the constant fear of persecution. 
 
Stories of triumph and bravery always get us in the 
mood for celebrations, and this Jewish American 
Heritage Month in May is no different. From 
important cultural contributions like the American 
Film Industry to landmark scientific discoveries in 
every field, to raising the flag for the disadvantaged 
and neglected, Jewish people have always played an 
outsized role in where America stands on the world 
stage today.  
 
Their more than 350-year history has given us well-
known names like physicist Albert Einstein, 
Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
Olympian Mark Spitz, screen icon Paul Newman, 
and less celebrated, but equally important figures 

like Haym Solomon, arguably the largest financial 
contributor to the American Revolutionary cause.  
In order to honor the Jewish community’s 

myriad achievements, May was declared as 
Jewish American Heritage Month by 

former president and friend of the Jewish 
people, George W. Bush back in April 2006.  
 
While today, things may not be as difficult as a 
hundred years ago, the life and deeds of the 
Jewish people deserve to be honored and 
celebrated — and there’s no better time than 
during Jewish American Heritage Month 

( JAHM) in the month of May.   L’chaim!

Many significant events in 
the history of the Israeli 
nation have taken place in 
the month of May, 
beginning with their 
National Independence 
Day on May 14, 1948.  The 
covert mission “Operation 
Solomon” airlifted 
Ethiopian Jews to Israel  
between May 24 and 25, 
1991.  The decision of the 
Ethiopian government to 
allow all the Falashas (the 
Beta Israel or Ethiopian 
Jews) was largely 
motivated by a letter from 

President George H.W. Bush, who had been 
involved in the earlier Operations 
Joshua and Moses to  
airlift members of the Beta Israel 
community from Ethiopia.  A 
grand total of 14,325 Ethiopian Jews 
were transported over 36 total hours, 
with one of the aircraft carrying the 
world’s record for most passengers 
(1,088) on a single aircraft.

Jewish woman praying in 
Jerusalem during the 
annual Ethiopian 
celebration of Sigd in 
Israel.

Former Knesset member Revital Swid speaks at the Sigd in 
Jerusalem in 2015.



May 2022

NoshesNOSTALGIC
SOUL PET ADOPTION DAY 
MEMORIES

FUN WITH CRAFTS! 
HAND-PAINTED SEDER PLATES

Please enjoy our  

Mother’s Day 
IN THE GARDEN LUNCHEON

Celebrate 
Mother’s Day 

With Us!  
Sunday,  

May 8, 2022 
12:00 noon

Memorial Day BBQ 
Monday, May 30 

12:00 pm



Shortly after Israel’s 
independence was 
declared in 1947, the 
Iraqi government 
made immigration to 
Israel illegal and 
officially declared 
Zionism as a capital 
offense.  Then in 1950, 
Israel passed the Law 
of Return, promising 
immediate citizenship 
to any Jew who 
moved to Israel.    
 
The Knesset helped to 
negotiate with the 
Iraqi government on 
behalf of the Iraqi 

Jews, and subsequently in 1951, the Iraqi government 
passed a special bill permitting Jewish emigration, 
although any Jew leaving had to sell all their property, 
liquidate their businesses, could take no more than $140 
out of the country, could carry no more than 66 pounds 
of luggage, and could take no jewelry upon exiting.  
Despite these massive restrictions, 50,000 Jews signed 
up to leave in one month, and two months later, another 
90,000 were added to the list, stunning the Iraqi 
government who feared any administrative institutions 
run by Jews might collapse.   
 
Named after the Jewish biblical figures Ezra and 
Nehemiah, who led the Jewish people out of Babylon 
and back to Israel in the 5th century, the first Operation 
Ali Baba planes flew to Israel in mid-May 1951.  Several 
months later, a giant airlift operated directly from 
Baghdad to Lod airport in Israel with the entire 
operation ending at the begging of 1952.  This left only 
about 6,000 Jews in Iraq with most of this 2,500 year old 
Jewish community immigrating to Israel.  Known for 
their numerous accomplishments as well as the 
compilation of the Talmud, this ancient Jewish 
community could trace its roots back to the destruction 
of the first temple by Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian 
(Chaldean) king who destroyed Jerusalem in 526 BC.

In recognition of his 
bravery in the face of 
his country’s Russian 

invaders, Ukranian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky has captured the 
imagination and admiration of the Western 
World, raising him to global hero status. 
Likened to a modern-day David against 
Goliath, Zelensky has stood up to Russia’s 
ironically diminutive Prime Minister Vladimir 
Putin after Russian troops brutally invaded 
Ukraine, resulting in a horrific ongoing human 
catastrophe.  Despite the constant threat of 
assassination, Zelensky refused to leave his 
country, preferring to remain behind with his 
country’s troops and people. 
 
Inaugurated as Ukraine’s president after a 
landslide vote in May 2019, Zelensky became 
his country’s first  Jewish president.  

Boasting an international 
all-star cast including the 
likes of Kirk Douglas, 
John Wayne, Yul 
Brynner, Frank Sinatra, 
Senta Berger and Angie 
Dickinson, Cast a Giant 
Shadow offers a fictionalized account of the 
real-life Jewish-American military officer, 
Colonel David “Mickey” Marcus, who 
commanded units of the fledging Israel 
Defense Forces during the 1948 Arab-Israeli 
War.  This 1966 action adventure film offers a 
fictionalized chronicle of how Colonel David 
Marcus helped to build the modern army of 
Israel at the beginning of Israel’s official 
declaration of itself as an independent state by 
Israeli Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion, 
following the historic UN 1947 Partition 
Resolution (also known as Resolution 181).

Mensch  
of  the Month 
Volodymyr Zelensky 
President of  Ukraine

Jewish Film 
SHOWCASE 
Cast A Giant Shadow

Operation Ezra & Nehemiah 
(aka Operation Ali Baba) 
The Rescue of  the Iraqi Jews 

19th century illustration of Daniel 
as he interprets the dream of a 
seated King Nebuchadnezzar.
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Jonathan Issacs           Executive Director 
Alex Casimiro                Business Office Manager 
Teea Risley                    Family Specialist 
Dawna Butala               Move-In Specialist 
Mikel Sullivan               Gardens Soul Director 
Austin Turell                 Activity Director 
Evelyn Pena                  Soul Director 
Kevin Schott                 Executive Chef 
Karla Garcia                   Wellness Director

Check out community photos on our social media.

MEET OUR TEAMREACH OUT TO OUR  
FAMILY SPECIALIST 

Teea Risley 
TO ARRANGE FOR A  

LUNCH TOUR TODAY! 
(323) 656-7900

OUR SERVICE PLEDGE 
We understand that we are responsible for the delivery of excellent Resident service. We represent our 
company, our communities, and myself. At each “service moment”, we will initiate a warm and friendly 
greeting, treat residents with care and understanding, and communicate clearly. We will do our part to 
implement the essentials of service excellence.

MOTHER’S DAY 
CROSSWORD

ACROSS  
2 Something you can give your 

mother:  a bouquet of 

________. 

3 The month when Spain and the 

USA celebrate Mother’s Day. 

8 The month when Mother’s Day 

is celebrated in the UK.  (Hint:  

BEFORE Easter).  
10 A sweet dessert (pastry) you can 

make for your mother. 

11 Small and sweet things that you 

can give your mother as a gift;  a 

box of _________. 

12 _________ give gifts to the 

mothers on Mother’s Day. 

13 Thing you give to another 

person to say thank you to 

celebrate something. 

14 A small paper item you can give 

as a gift to your mother. 

15 The season when most countries 

celebrate Mother’s Day.

DOWN 
1 _____ in bed; a way to thank your mother on Mother’s Day. 
4 A place to go out and eat.  
5 A type of flower that represents Mother’s Day; a white _______. 
6 The first people to celebrate mothers were the ancient _____. 
7 The word for a special day of the year that is celebrated by 

people. 
9 The word for a female parent.

*Crossword answers 
will be available at 

the concierge on the 
15th of the month.


	GOP May News 2022 #1
	GOP May News 2022 #2
	GOP May News 2022 #3
	GOP May News 2022 #4
	GOP May News 2022 #5
	GOP May News 2022 #6
	GOP May News 2022 #7
	GOP May News 2022 #8



