
Thursday, November 24 
 
Join us this Thanksgiving as we celebrate this annual holiday throughout the day with 
discussions, live entertainment (with Yasha!), a Happy Hour, and a bountiful dinner.

GIVE BACK 

THURSDAYS! 
Giving back to 

the community!

Garden of palms
Where You Live Matters
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Thanksgiving Feast

1 1/09 AND 30 

RESIDENT 
ADVENTURES 

Time to  ge t  
out  on  

the  town!

1 1 /07  

LIVE COMEDY 
SHOW 

with the  ta lented  
Michae l Sherman!

11/29ARMCHAIR 
TRAVEL 

TO SPAIN  
LET ’ S  TAKE  
A  VIRTUAL TRIP



Inspired by 
the life of 
the  
aspiring 
mime artist, 
young Marcel Marceau, who along 
with his girlfriend Emma, this film 
tells the story about how these two 
set out to save about a dozen 
orphaned Jewish children  to 
escape through the French Alps 
into Switzerland.  Marceau worked 
with a group of Jewish boy scouts 
and the French Resistance to save 
the lives of dozens of orphans 
during World War II.  The film 
stars Jesse Eisenberg and 
Clémence Poésy.

Frank was born in Brooklyn, NY, and 
lived there for 15 years before moving 
to Redondo Beach with his family. His 
father was an attorney for the 
Department of Defense. Frank also 
chose to become a lawyer and 
graduated from law school in 1972, 
and worked as one for 40 years. Frank 
enjoys all of our activities, but he 
especially loves when we have enter-
tainment come in. His life motto is 
“somewhere between here and there 
is forever”  We are so pleased to have 
Frank living here with us!
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RESIDENT  
SPOTLIGHT 
FRANK P.

Complete peace of mind is our 
priority in all our communities.  
Enjoy the journey of senior living 
starting from the comfort of 
concierge transportation 
services.  
 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
will have advertised outings and 
shopping trips.  
 
Tuesday and Thursday are 
available for Medical Appoint-
ments. Please make your reser-
vations with our Concierge  
at (323) 656-7900 today!  

Transportation  
& Concierge 

Information
        Warren R.       11/16 
            Frank P.       11/21 
     Elizabeth C.       11/24

RESIDENT BIRTHDAYS

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS
11/01    Dia de Los Muertos 
11/06    Daylight Savings Ends 
11/08    Election Day 
11/11     Veteran’s Day 
11/15     Nat’l Philanthropy Day 
11/21     Nat’l Gingerbread Cookie Day 
11/24    Thanksgiving Day 
11/30    Nat’l Mason Jar Day

Torah Studies Wednesdays:   
A Deep Dive at 10:30 a.m. 

Shabbat Services 
Fridays at 3:30 p.m. 

Sarah’s Tent - Shabbos Songs at 4:00 p.m. 
Saturdays at 10:00 a.m.

Meet and Get to Know  
ALL OF OUR RESIDENTS! 
And learn more about  
our Residents of the Month, 

Frank P. 
on TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1  AT 2:00 PM

Resident   
Happy Hour!

The Happiest Happy Hour Ever

Celebrate all of our November  
Resident Birthdays at our 

Birthday Party 
 

 FRIDAY NOVEMBER 28  
AT 12:00 PM

Jewish  
Film 
SHOWCASE  
Resistance
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NOVEMBER 

TAI CHI WEDNESDAYS 
Weds, 11/02, 09, 16,  23, 30  I   2:00 pm 
Learn to practice meditation in motion with 
Cui E. Wu, as this ancient Chinese practice 
promotes serenity through its slow and flowing 
movements.

Pilar was born in Hickory, NC, until 2016 
when her family decided they wanted a 
fresh start and moved to LA. Pilar loves 
working with the elderly and has always 
wanted to work at a community like ours. 
The residents fill her with so much joy, she 
loves talking with them and learning about 
their lives. Pilar also enjoys skateboarding, 
drawing, hiking, and exploring new places. 
Thank you Pilar, for always going above and 
beyond for the residents and staff. We 
appreciate you!

Gentle Reader,  
Birthday wishes are in order for the 
nephew of our Activities Director 
Austin.  The little tyke (who just turned 
one) is the offspring of proud papa and 
Austin’s brother Jack, who had starring 
roles both on the baskeball court and 
on the stage at Yeshiva University in 
NYC.  So let’s wish a “gliklekh deyn 
geburstog” to this mini-mensch from a 
truly talented family!  Psst... look for 
some (related!) netter news next 
month.  
And moving from the court to the 
balcony, Garden of Palms is lucky to 
have a real borscht belter on our 
premises. Our GOP vocal virtuoso 
Warren R., often holds court from his 
own personal balcony.  His amazing 
voice has serenaded both residents and 
employees alike.  
Cheers and Ta Ta!

EMPLOYEE OF 
THE MONTH 
PILAR 
Concierge

Lady Thistledown’s 
SOCIETY PAPERS 

November 2022

EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE, EXTRAORDINARY NEWS

SOUND BATH  
W/GUSTAVO GALLINDO 

Wednesday, 11/23   I   2:00 pm 
Lie down and relax listening to this meditative, 

healing sound experience of these soothing 
resonant Tibetan singing bowls.

Activities & Events

LIVE COMEDY SHOW 
Wednesday, 11/ 10   I   2:00 pm 
Get ready to smile as you burst out laughing as 
comedian, celebrity impressionist, and singer 
Michael Sherman puts on his live comedy 
show!

JEWISH WOMEN’S HISTORY 
Thursday, 11/03   I   2:00 pm 

Join us as we uncover and discover the stories of 
both ordinary and extraordinary Jewish women  

as we travel throughout their incredible 
histories.

“We can learn our 
lesson without the 

experience of  
having it taken 

away. 
 

~ Rabbi  
Shraga Simmons 

 
Hakarat haTov

RESIDENT COUNCIL  
M E E T I N G   

Monday, 11/28 at 2:00 p.m.
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Along with the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Morocco is considered 

by some to be Israel’s closest 
friend in the Arab world.  King 
Hassan II had often took a 
behind-the-scenes position in 
various Arab-Israeli peace 
processes.  Hassan II’s father, 
King Mohammed V, had met 
with representatives from Nazi 
Germany and Vichy France 
during WW II when he famously 
defended his Jewish population 
stating, “There are no Jewish 
citizens, there are no Muslim 
citizens, they are all Moroccans.” 
 
While Moroccan Arabs haven’t 
always been accommodating of 
their fellow Jewish citizens, it was 
important to the Idrisid Dynasty 
to always protect the Moroccan 
Jewish population.  Following the 
example of Mohammed V and 
King Hassan II, King Mohammed 
IV publicly declared in a 
televised speech on November 6, 
2000 that the government would 
not tolerate any mistreatment of 
Morocco’s Jews after  the 
attempted vandalizing of a 
Tangiers synagogue by two 
Moroccan Arab youths.  The two 
young men were subsequently 
sentenced to one year in prison. 
 
Just as recently as this year on  
July 14, 2022, King Mohammed 
VI, endorsed the Moroccan 
Jewish community (estimated to 
be about 3000) to be a 
“component of the national 
culture”.  A Foundation of 
Moroccan Judaism has been 
created to “promote and watch 
over the intangible heritage of 
Moroccan Judaism, to safeguard 
its traditions and to preserve its 
specificities.”

UNITED STATES SIGNS 
Memorandum of  

Understanding  (MOU) 
WITH ISRAEL ON “STRATEGIC COOPERATION”

November 30, 1981 
 
By the early 1970s, it had become abundantly clear that no 
Arab state could or would contribute to efforts against Soviet 
Expansionism and cooperative defense in the Middle East.  
Arab nations friendly to the U.S. were weak when compared 
to the pro-Soviet regimes in Egypt, Syria and Iraq.  The 
Carter Administration eventually made Israel eligible to sell 
military equipment to the U.S., which could be considered, a 
form of strategic cooperation, but it was never referred to as 
such.  This U.S-Israel relationship did become a major focus 
of the following administration when Ronald Reagan entered 
office.  Long prior to his election, Reagan had written about 
the evolving relationship with Israel, “Only by full appre-
ciation of the critical role the State of Israel plays in our 
strategic calculus can we build the foundation for thwarting 
Moscow’s designs on territories and resources vital to our 
security and our national well-being.”  So while the Carter 
administration had increasingly used a “mailed fist” by 
frequently criticizing the Begin government’s various policies, 
the Reagan administration, by contrast, used a “velvet glove" 
in its approach to its relationship with Israel. 
 
It was on November 30, 1981 that the first of several U.S.-
Israel agreements specifying the significant and increased 
strengthening of the relationship between the two countries 
was announced.  The Strategic Cooperation Agreement 
concluded with an official visit by Israeli Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin to the United States.  The agreement was 
signed by Israeli Defense Minister Ariel Sharon and American 
Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger.  The main objective 
of the agreement was to deter Soviet threats and Soviet-
controlled forces in the Middle East.  The agreement was an 
act of the executive branch of the U.S. government and as 
such, it was not considered a treaty, and so it was therefore, 
not subject to Senate ratification.  It did, however, represent a 
significant policy shift toward Israel regarding the U.S. 
involvement in the Middle East.  Since there was no corre-
sponding pact signed with any Arab state, some claimed that 
the U.S. could no longer act as an impartial mediator in Arab 
Israeli conflicts.

King Mohammed VI  
of  Morocco declares 
ZERO TOLERANCE 
FOR ANTI-SEMITISM 
November 6, 2000
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From American Modernism to Impressionism 
Georgia O’Keeffe 
(1887 to 1986) 
Tuesday, 11/15 at 3:00 pm  
Discover this “Mother of American modernism” 
as we venture into the life and art of Georgia 
O’Keeffe.  She is known for her stylistic, 
somewhat surreal paintings of enlarged flowers, 
New York skyscrapers, and New Mexico 
landscapes.  

 Claude Monet 
(1840 to 1926)  
Monday, 11/21 at 11:00 am 
Learn all about the artist, Claude Monet, and his 
staunch support of the Impressionist style of art 
of which he was both an initiator as well as a 
leader.  Impressionism is concerned with 
depicting the visual impression of the moment, 
rather than an accurate depiction of the scene.

Parsha of the Week 
Discussions on Thursdays at 4:00 pm  
and Saturdays at 9:30 am 
  
Thurs/Sat. 11/03 & 05 Lech-Lecha 
Thurs/Sat. 11/10 & 12 Vayera 
Thurs/Sat. 11/17 & 19 Chaye Sarah 
Thurs/Sat. 11/24 & 26 Toledot

Thursdays

Thanksgiving Celebrations

Friday Shabbat 
 
Every Friday, we celebrate Shabbat first with the 
Shabbat Meal at 5:00 pm.  And on Friday, 11/04, 
residents can join us for the Challah Bake at the 
Shabbos Café.

 

November has long been recognized for its focus on 
giving, and with National Philanthropy Day being 
celebrated this month on 11/15, and Thanksgiving itself 

on 11/24, the importance of working together for the common 
good comes into focus.  We recognize the importance of giving 
at Garden of Palms, and so this month, our residents are giving 
back to the various members of our community with a variety 
of donations every Thursday. 
 
11/03    2:00 pm     Pet Shelter Bedding 
11/10    3:00 pm     Thank you Cards to our Veterans 
11/17     3:00 pm     Blessing Boxes 
11/24    1:30 pm      Soul Herb Garden

 

Thanksgiving is the perfect 
national holiday to celebrate 
gratitude.  Ultimately, it’s about 

sitting down for a delicious meal 
surrounded by family and friends.  This 

Thanksgiving, join us as we celebrate this 
annual holiday throughout the day with 

discussions, live entertainment 
(with Yasha!), a Happy 

Hour, and a bountiful 
dinner.

Thursday, 
November 24

WEDNESDAY 
Resident Adventures

11/09 at 2:00 pm 
IMAX Theater 
Join us for the world’s most immersive movie 
experience! 

11/30 at 2:00 pm 
Shopping Trip 
As the holidays near, a shopping trip offers 
just the ticket for a fun outing adventure!
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Every November Tuesday 
11/01, 08, 15, 22, 29  
For a half hour starting at 9:30 am 
Details.... 
 
11/01 To Build a Fire 

by Jack London 
11/08 Symbols & Signs 

by Vladimir Nabokov 
11/15 The Veldt 

by Ray Bradbury 
11/22 A Rose for Emily 

by William Falkner 
11/29 A Rose for Emily (cont.) 

by William Falkner 

MemoriesMAKING
& LIVING MANY

SHORT STORY 
BOOKWORMS

November Funnies

And for our Soul 
Bookworms... 
A little chicken soup is 
always good for a few 
miracles and 
unexplainables... 
11/12 at 4:30 pm  
Chicken Soup for the Soul 



Internationally acclaimed 
Marcel Marceau, born Marcel 
Mangel in Strasbourg, France, 
was the son of a Jewish Polish kosher butcher 
and a Ukranian mother.  Marceau was a French 
actor and mime artist most famous for his stage persona, 
“Bip the Clown”.  It was during WWII, however, that 
Marceau, with the help of the French Resistance in 
Limoges, became known for having saved the lives of at 
least 70 Jewish children.  Influenced by Charlie Chaplin, 
Marceau was inspired to become a mime, and he later 
used this skill to a life-saving purpose to help entertain, 
calm and keep the children quiet as he aided them in 
their escape to neutral Switzerland. 
 
Marceau was recruited to help the French Resistance by 
his cousin, Georges Loinger, a commander in the secret 
unit which was part of the Oeuvre de Secours aux 
Enfants (OSE).  The OSE was a Jewish relief group that 
smuggled Jewish children from occupied France to 
neutral countries, and Loinger was credited with having 
saved around 350 children.  Marceau’s OSE mission was 
to evacuate a group of Jewish children who had been 
hiding in a French orphanage and shepherd them across 
the Swiss border to safety.  But keeping young children 
quiet is a Herculean feat, and that is where Marceau’s 
unique skills came into play.  He had a secret weapon, 
and that was his training as a mime.  The children felt 
safe with Marceau, and he would mime to keep the 
children silent during their escape from France.  
Marceau posed as a Boy Scout leader to trick the Vichy 
authorities.  Disguised as a Boy Scout leader, he would 
take the scout-costumed Jewish children through the 
French forests to the nearby border, whereupon 
someone else would take them on to neutral 
Switzerland. 
 
After the war, people connected with the common 
humanity and melancholy of his clown character “Bip”, 
and Marceau’s fame soon skyrocketed as the world’s 
foremost pantomime artist.  His sadness also partially 
stemmed from the loss of his father, who died at 
Auschwitz, as well as millions of others who died in the 
Holocaust.

Mensch  
of  the Month  
Marcel Marceau 
The Master of  Silence
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“This nation will remain the  
land of the free only so long as it is  

the home of the brave.”   
~ Elmer Davis

TASTE OF MEDIEVAL TIMES! 

Gingerbread Cookies 

Tuesday, 11/22  at 11:00 am 
These hard cookies, sometimes 

with special shapes, were a staple 
at Medieval fairs in England, 

France, Holland and Germany

Tuesday, 11/29  
Let’s take a virtual trip to this land known for its 
creative cuisine, Flamenco music and dance, 
ceremonial bullfights, Mediterranean beaches, wines, 
and the country’s most important mass movement 
and national spectator sport, Soccer (called “Football” 
in Spain).  Discover all about the famous food fight 
festival called La Tomatina (Tomato) in the town of 
Buñol near Valencia where thousands and thousands 
of participants throw of over-ripe tomatoes at one 
another! 
 
11:00 am Armchair Travel 
3:00 pm A Taste of Spain

Armchair  
Travel to 
Spain

Friday

2:00 pm
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Rena Hirsch                   Executive Director 
Amber Leigh                 Business Office Manager 
Teea Risley                    Family Specialist 
Dawna Butala               Hospitality Specialist 
Karla Garcia                   Wellness Director 
Berta Dubon                 Chef 
Austin Turell                 Activity Director 
Mikel Sullivan               Gardens Soul Director 
Alex Casimiro                Lead Concierge

Check out community photos on our social media.
MEET OUR TEAM

REACH OUT TO OUR  
FAMILY SPECIALIST 

Teea Risley 
TO ARRANGE FOR A  

LUNCH TOUR TODAY! 
(323) 656-7900

OUR SERVICE PLEDGE 
We understand that we are responsible for the delivery of excellent Resident service. We represent our 
company, our communities, and myself. At each “service moment”, we will initiate a warm and friendly 
greeting, treat residents with care and understanding, and communicate clearly. We will do our part to 
implement the essentials of service excellence.

THANKSGIVING 
CROSSWORD

*Crossword answers will be available at 
the Concierge on the 15th of the month.

ACROSS  
3 The process of gathering crops. 
5 Game involving two teams of 11 players and 

an oval inflated ball made of cowhide or 
rubber. 

7 A person who journeys to a sacred place for 
religious reasons. 

9 A game bird native to North 
America with a bald head and 
red wattles that is a prized food 
on festive occasions. 

11 A bread made with cornmeal 
and goes well with honey. 

12 The action of eating more food 
than your body needs. 

14 An ornamental container shaped like a horn. 
 
DOWN  
1 A larger meal in celebration of something. 
2 A group of two or more persons related by birth or 

marriage or adoption who live together. 
4 The quality of being thankful.  
6 __________ pie topped with whipped 

cream is a dessert that is most popular at 
Thanksgiving. 

8 The oldest town in New England, and founded by 
the Pilgrims in 1620. 

10 A sauce often made from the juices of meats and 
is often thickened with flour. 

13 This orange-fleshed starchy root is sweet and is central to a type of casserole. 


