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Rosh Hashanah Celebration
Celebration begins Sunday, September 25 and ends Tuesday, September 27 

Take part in our many New Year activities throughout the month including 
Rosh Hashanah Services, Challah baking, Shofar blowing and the Festive Meal!

September 13  
IN-DEPTH 

SHOFAR CLASS 
W/RABBI  KRAFT  

OF THE  
MITZVA STORE

SEPTEMBER 26  

LECTURE SERIES 
LAWRIE CHIARO 

History  of  the  Si l ent  Fi lm

EVERY FRIDAY 

SARAH’S 
TENT 

Light the  Shabbos  
Candles  w/  

Rebt s in  
Bukie t

9/19  
ART APPRECIATION 

Leonardo  
Da Vinci



This 1972 
thriller film is 
based on the 
novel of the 
same name 
by Frederick 
Forsyth.  It 
stars Jon 
Voight and 

Maximillian Schell, and follows a 
young German reporter 
attempting to discover the 
location of a former SS concen-
tration camp commander (Edward 
Roschman).  His investigations 
lead him to Simon Wiesenthal, 
who tells him about “ODESSA”.  
The reporter (played by Voight) 
goes undercover and this film tells 
that story.

Leslie grew up in New York state. In 
college, she received a dual master's 
degree in Psychology and Special 
Education.  She then moved to Los 
Angeles in 1970 where she taught 
Special Ed classes for LA unified 
school district. She had three children 
while working and studying for her 
PhD.  Leslie has several interests 
including reading, gardening, living, 
and enjoying time at the beach.  
Welcome, Leslie... we are grateful you 
joined our community.

September 2022 - 2

RESIDENT  
SPOTLIGHT 
LESLIE F.

In our communities, complete 
peace of mind is our priority. 
Enjoy the journey of senior living 
starting from the comfort of 
concierge transportation 
services.  
 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
will have advertised outings and 
shopping trips.  
 
Tuesday and Thursday are 
available for Medical Appoint-
ments. Please make your reser-
vations with our Concierge  
at (323) 656-7900 today!  

Transportation  
& Concierge 

Information
      Ebrahim T.       9/06 
            Larry N.       9/09 
              Alan F.       9/14

RESIDENT BIRTHDAYS

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS
9/05     Labor Day 
9/11      Grandparents’ Day 
9/11      Patriot Day 
9/16      National Guacamole Day 
9/22     Autumn Equinox begins 
9/25     Rosh Hashanah (begins)

Torah Studies Wednesdays:   
A Deep Dive at 10:30 a.m. 

 
Shabbat Services 

Fridays at 3:30 p.m. 
Saturdays at 10:00 a.m.

Meet and Get to Know  
ALL OF OUR RESIDENTS! 

And learn more about our Resident of the Month, 
Leslie F. 

on THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 AT 3:00 PM

Resident   
Happy Hour

The Happiest Happy Hour Ever

Celebrate all of our September  
Resident Birthdays at our 

Birthday Party 

FEATURING A  
LIVE SAXOPHONIST! 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29  
AT 12:00 PM

Jewish  
SHOWCASE Odessa File
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SEPTEMBER 

SARAH’S TENT - Shabbos Songs 
Fridays, 9/2, 9,  16,  23,   I   6:30 pm 
Light the Shabbos candles and sing along to 
familiar Sabbath songs with Rebtsin Bukiet.  
Rebbetzin Bukiet was the renowned principal 
of the Chabad Girl’s School.

Luvi brings an amazing upbeat attitude and 
hard work ethic to Garden of Palms.  She’s 
fantastic with the residents and employees, 
always making a concerted effort to ensure 
everyone is happy. Luvi always has time in 
her busy schedule to participate in activities 
with the residents and brings so much joy 
into every room she’s in.  She says that her 
favorite part about working here are the 
residents!  Thank you so much for all your 
hard work, Luvi!  We truly love Luvi! 

Gentle Reader  
 
While this column’s writer  has the 
most penetrating takes on the human 
Psyche, I must concede that residents 
Jean and Leslie possess even greater 
insight into matters of the mind.  
Both of these accomplished ladies 
have attained Masters degrees in 
Psychology.   
 
Speaking of mental fortitude, 
resident Joel has shed over fifty 
pounds through exercise, diet and 
sheer force of will since arriving at 
our wonderful spa-like residence.    
 
Any student of human nature is 
keenly aware that warm friendship 
and common interests improve our 
daily lives, and kindred spirits 
Andrew and Elka have discovered 
they share an abiding friendship. 
 
Cheers and Ta Ta!

EMPLOYEE OF 
THE MONTH 
LUVI V. 
Position

Lady Thistledown’s 
SOCIETY PAPERS 

September 2022

EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE, EXTRAORDINARY NEWS

HISTORY OF MEDICINE 
w/UCLA Med Students 

Sunday, 9/25   I   2:00 pm 
Discover some of the more exciting history of 

medicine as told by visiting UCLA medical 
students.

Activities & Events

ROSH HASHANAH  
CHALLAH BAKING 
Friday, 9/23   I   11 :00 am 
We’ll put a few tweaks on our challah bread for 
Rosh Hashanah at the Shabbos Cafe to help 
ensure a sweet New Year for everyone.

IN-DEPTH SHOFAR CLASS 
W/RABBI KRAFT 

Tuesday, 9/ 13   I   9:30 am 
Join this Kansas City-born rabbi, founder of the 
popular Mitzvah Store, for a detailed course on 

everything Shofar.

“As long as the 
candle is still 

burning, 
it is still possible 
to accomplish 
and to mend. 

 
~ Rabbi  

Yisrael Salanter

RESIDENT COUNCIL  
M E E T I N G   

Monday, September 19 
2:00 p.m.
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Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New 
Year, and marks the first day of 
the High Holy Days (also called 

Jewish High Holidays).  It also initiates 
the start of the Days of Awe (in Hebrew, 
Yamim Nora’im), a 10-day period where 
one reflects upon their behavior during 
the previous year, asks for forgiveness 
from those they may have wronged, 
and finally, pledges to make amends 
and positive changes for the New Year.   
 
Jewish law teaches that God inscribes 
the names of the righteous in the “Book 
of Life”, and condemns the wicked on 
Rosh Hashanah.  People who fall 
between the two (righteous and wicked) 
have until Yom Kippur to perform 
“teshuvah” or repent.  The holiday of 
Rosh Hashanah was never mentioned in 
the Torah, but its history can be traced 
back to the Sixth Century B.C.E.  The 
phrase “Rosh Hashanah” was first 
mentioned in the Mishna (the first 
major written collection of the Jewish 
oral laws) in 200 A.D. 
 
The holiday may have originated 
during the Babylonian Captivity, and is 
associated with the creation of the 
world, or the creation of mankind.  
Even though Rosh Hashanah takes place 
in the seventh month (Tishrei), it 
represents the Jewish New Year.  Unlike 
the more raucous celebrations affiliated 
with the Gregorian calendar celebration 
of the New Year, Rosh Hashanah is 
more subdued and contemplative.  The 
sounding of the Shofar, a trumpet made 
from a ram’s horn, is an essential and 
emblematic part of both Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  The 
Shofar’s sound is a plaintive cry and a 
call to repentance and a reminder that 
God is their King.  After the religious 
services are over, many Jews take part in 
a festive meal steeped in symbolism 
and tradition.

Rosh Hashanah 
HEAD OF THE YEAR 
September 25 - 27, 2022

CELEBRATE

SEPTEMBER 25-27

In recognition of  the 
arrival of  the 

Jewish New Year 
5783, Garden of  

Palms will be celebrating 
Rosh Hashanah throughout 

the month of  September.  
And during Rosh Hashanah, 

we’ll have services, the blowing 
of  the Shofar, Segulas, and 

the Festive Meal each 
evening!

Celebrate Rosh Hashanah 
with the following activities:  

 
13  In-Depth Shofar Class  
w/Rabbi Kraft 
23  Rosh Hashanah Challah Baking 

25  Services w/Rabbi Brod 
25  Apple Honey Cake & Coffee (Soul) 

25  Rosh Hashanah Reminiscence 
(Soul) 
25, 26  Segulas and  
Festive Meal 

26, 27  Services w/Rabbi Gerry 
Corn followed by Kiddush Club 

26, 27  Blowing of  the Shofar with 
Rabbi Brod 

Rosh Hashanah
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Thirteen days in September (9/5 to 17, 1978) comprised the 
historic Camp David Summit hosted by President 
Jimmy Carter, whereby Egyptian President Anwar Sadat, 

and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin agreed to a 
framework of peace in the Middle East.  Called the Camp 
David Accords, this significant peace framework seeking an end 
to the Arab-Israeli dispute was signed by all three parties.  Sadat 
and Begin both shared the 1978 Nobel Peace Prize for their role 
in establishing this framework which led to the 1979 Egypt-
Israel peace treaty. 
 
While the framework itself represented significant progress, 
the process of translating the document into a formal peace 
treaty with other Middle Eastern countries proved daunting.  
The Accords failed to win support from Jordan or Saudi Arabia.  
Following this, Carter appointed a “special negotiator” to 
represent the United States (first Robert Strauss, later replaced 
by Sol Linowitz).  The talks produced little progress, as the 
Palestinian representatives refused to participate, and the UN 
General Assembly rejected the Framework as it had not 
included the participation of either the UN or the PLO. 
 
The section of the framework outlining the 1979 peace treaty 
between Israel and Egypt  included the return of the Sinai to 
Egypt in return for normal diplomatic relations with Egypt, 
free passage of Israeli ships through the Suez Canal, recog-
nition of the Strait of Tiran and the Gulf of Aqaba (which had 
been blocked since 1967) as international waterways.  The peace 
between Egypt and Israel has lasted since the treaty went into 
effect, although it has often been described as a “cold peace.”

ISRAEL AND EGYPT  

AGREE ON  
A FRAMEWORK FOR PEACE 
September 17, 1978

Artist Appreciation 
Leonardo Da Vinci 
Monday, 9/19 at 11 am 
 
Join us as we explore the life and accom-
plishments of this truly Renaissance man, who 
was a painter, draughtman, engineer, scientist, 
theorist, sculptor and architect.  Credited as the 
founder of the High Renaissance (a short 
period of the most exceptional artistic 
production in the Italian states), he created 
some of the most influential paintings in 
Western art, including the Mona Lisa and The 
Last Supper.  His Vitruvian Man drawing (shown 
above), is also regarded as a cultural icon today.

TASTE OF THE WEST 

Guacamole Bar 

September 18 at 2:00 pm

Lecture Series 
Lawrie Chiaro 
Monday,  

September 26 at 2:00 pm

History of Silent Films 
Experience an interactive hour as you learn all 
about the colorful history of the silent film 
with Lawrie Chiaro.  Revisit the silent films as 
Lawrie presents in both words and with actual 
silent film clips how this era of cinema 
unfolded in our city of Los Angeles in the early 
1900's.  You’ll rediscover the artists and the 
films that contributed to this silent, but very 
memorable period.



Tuesday, September 6 and 20  
9:30 am 
 
This month’s book author, Saul L. 
Warshaw, previously lived here at 
Garden of Palms.  He had a real flair for 
writing exciting fictional novels, and we 

remember him with real fondness. 
 
This month’s book is Saul’s novel, Instinct for Survival, which 
he published in 2018.  Follow along as Saul Warshaw’s 
fictional character, American Immigration Services inves-
tigator Mike Taylor, chases down a Nazi fugitive throughout 
the great European cities of Paris, Rome, Venice, Frankfurt, 
Heidelberg, Munich, as well as the U.S. cities including New 
York and Washington D.C.  With the help of Elke Herrman, a 
librarian in the War Crimes Commission of the German 
Federal Bureau of Records, Mike follows the trail of the war 
criminal he is seeking.  What’s really surprising is the Post 
World War II identity of the Nazi Taylor is tracking.  Join us 
for this month’s Bookworm’s Club and discover this person’s 
secret identity for yourself!
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When one door closes and another door opens, 
you are probably in prison.  

To me, “drink responsibly” means don’t spill it.

September 

Funnies

Instinct For Survival 
by Saul Warshaw

TimesTROPICAL
HAWAIIAN LUAU

BOOKWORMS 
C L U B



Mark Twain traveled throughout Europe in the late 
1890s, eventually settling in Austria.  While there, 
he wrote “Stirring Times in Austria” which was 

published in Harper’s Magazine in 1898.  At the end of this 
fairly lengthy article, Twain discusses the attacks on and 
victimization of the Jews.  Following this, some readers 
wrote Twain letters inquiring about this Viennese 
prejudice, and Twain answered in an essay published in 
the September 1899 Harper’s Magazine issue entitled, 
“Concerning the Jews.” 
 
The following words are from the essay Twain wrote, and 
this passage poignantly captures his personal viewpoint.  
He described this piece as “my gem of the ocean”, but he 
predicted neither Jew nor Christian would approve of it. 
 
“He [the Jew] has made a marvellous fight in this world, in 
all the ages; and has done it with his hands tied behind 
him. He could be vain of himself, and be excused for it. 
The Egyptian, the Babylonian, and the Persian rose, filled 
the planet with sound and splendor, then faded to dream-
stuff and passed away; the Greek and the Roman followed, 
and made a vast noise, and they are gone; other peoples 
have sprung up and held their torch high for a time, but it 
burned out, and they sit in twilight now, or have vanished. 
The Jew saw them all, beat them all, and is now what he 
always was, exhibiting no decadence, no infirmities of age, 
no weakening of his parts, no slowing of his energies, no 
dulling of his alert and aggressive mind. All things are 
mortal but the Jew; all other forces pass, but he remains. 
What is the secret of his immortality?” 
 
His essay also erroneously claimed that Jews did not do 
their fair share in terms of fighting in America's armed 
forces: “He [the Jew] is a frequent and faithful and capable 
officer in the civil service, but he is charged with an 
unpatriotic disinclination to stand by the flag as a soldier – 
like the Christian Quaker.” However, when War 
Department figures revealed that Jewish Americans were 
actually represented in the nation's military in a greater 
and disproportionate percentage than reflected by their 
share of the population, Twain issued a heartfelt retraction 
and an apology, entitled “The Jew as Soldier.”

Born in 1908 in 
Buczacz (then part of 
Austria-Hungary, now part of Ukraine), 
Simon Wiesenthal was sent to work in 
concentration camps from 1941 to 1945.  He 
survived the Janowska concentration camp, 
the Krakow-Plaszow concentration camp, the 
Gross-Rosen concentration camp, a death 
march to Chemniz, Buchenwald, and the 
Mauthausen concentration camp.  His wife, 
Cyla Muller, whom he’d married in 1936, also 
survived the war, although they were 
separated after both working in the Janowska 
concentration camp.  Between Simon and 
Cyla, eighty-nine of their relatives were 
murdered during the Holocaust. 
 
Following the war, Wiesenthal dedicated his 
life to gathering information and tracking 
down Nazi war criminals in hiding in order to 
bring them to trial.  In 1947, he, along with 30 
other volunteers, co-founded the Jewish 
Historical Documentation Centre in Linz, 
Austria, and between them, they collected 
3,289 depositions from concentration camp 
survivors who were still living in Europe.  His 
work became a way to memorialize and 
remember all those who had been lost. 
 
Wiesenthal played a crucial role in the 
capture of Adolf Eichmann, Franz Stangl, 
Hermine Braunsteiner (aka: the Mare of 
Majdanek), Josef Mengele and many others.  
He was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1985, and the Simon Wiesenthal Centre 
Holocaust Museum in Los Angeles is named 
in his honor.

Mensch  
of  the Month 
Simon Wiesenthal 
Austrian Holocaust 
Survivor, Nazi Hunter 
and writer
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PUBLISHED IN HARPER’S MAGAZINE

“Concerning 
the Jews” 

by Mark Twain, 
September 1899
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Mendy Ginsburg          Executive Director 
Amber Leigh                 Business Office Manager 
Teea Risley                    Family Specialist 
Dawna Butala               Hospitality Specialist 
Karla Garcia                   Wellness Director 
Rena Hirsch                   Jewish Cultural Arts Director 
Austin Turell                 Activity Director 
Sergio Ovando              Activity Assistant 
Alex Casimiro                Lead Concierge

Check out community photos on our social media.
MEET OUR TEAMREACH OUT TO OUR  

FAMILY SPECIALIST 

Teea Risley 
TO ARRANGE FOR A  

LUNCH TOUR TODAY! 
(323) 656-7900

OUR SERVICE PLEDGE 
We understand that we are responsible for the delivery of excellent Resident service. We represent our 
company, our communities, and myself. At each “service moment”, we will initiate a warm and friendly 
greeting, treat residents with care and understanding, and communicate clearly. We will do our part to 
implement the essentials of service excellence.

ROSH HASHANAH 
CROSSWORD

*Crossword answers will be available at 
the Concierge on the 15th of the month.

ACROSS  
 
3 Rosh Hashanah is one of 

Judaism ______ days of 

the year. 

5 What does honey signify 

when celebrating the 

new year? 

6 What is the musical 

object that must be 

blown 30 times each of 

Rosh Hashanah? 

7 Whose names are 

inscribed in the “book of 

life”? 

9 A very important part of 

Rosh Hashanah includes 

performing good deeds 

or _______? 

10 The ten days between 

Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur are a time to 

reflect on past mistakes 

and making ______ 

with others.

DOWN  
 
1 Yom Kippur is known as the Day of 

_________. 

2 Rosh Hashanah starts the beginning 

of 10 days of what? 

4 At the start of which Hebrew month 

does Rosh Hashanah begin? 

8 What does Rosh Hashanah 

commemorate the creation of ?


